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Tuos B Reed clearly meant what he
said when lie announced his determina-
tion

¬

to retire to private life
O

Washingtons hatchet is in some sense

the property of the Nation but the one
which has been doing such wild work in
Kansas is the property of Mrs Xation

Seteilai other Confederate Camps
have joined with that of New Orleans in
protesting against the invitation of Presi ¬

dent McKinley to the Confederate He- -

union at Memphis They are so loyal

While they arc eulogizing Chief Jus-

tice
¬

Marshall no one mentioned how bit-

terly
¬

he was abused during his lifetime
He was the original Imperialist Because
he insisted that this was a Nation and
not a loose aggregation of States all the
Calhounitcs denounced him as a man who
was trying to erect a despotism on the
ruins of the liberty of the States and even
President Jackson refused the Executive
power to enforce his decisions which to
day are recognized as eminently righteous
and sound

Geeat Bmtain has decided to reject
the amended Hay Pauncefote treaty She
has an idea that by doing so she can gain
some advantages in Alaska in a future
deal

King Edwaed Vu has waited too long
for his present job and likes it too well
to risk the slightest danger of losing it by
being at all bumptious about having his
own way

It some of the editors who are giving
advice to King Edward VII would only
read a little English history and know
something of what they are talking about
their advice would have more sense if
not value

Jas R Garrison who was a coal
heaver on board theHartford when she
entered Mobile Bay and is now an inmate
of the Soldiers Home nt Hampton was
last week given a medal for meritorious
conduct He was severely wounded in the
foot and Admiral Farragut noticing him
ordered him below He declined to go
and stuck to his post until the action was
over Admiral Farragut recommended
him for a medal

Senator Thurston absolutely declines to
allow his name to be used in the Ne ¬

braska Senatorial contest He says that
he cannot afford to remain in politics

DEATH OFB 31 MtKNTIaS
Gen Benj M Prentiss one of the

striking figures of the war passed away
at his home in Bethany Mo Feb 8
aged 81 He was born in Virginia but
like a large portion of the pioneers of Illi-
nois

¬

his parents prefened a home on free
soil to life in the slavery ridden Old Do-
minion

¬

He came to early manhood about
the time of the Mexican Var and at once
volunteered for it as Adjutaut of the 1st
111 He came home a Captain lie was
en unconditional Unionist and among the
very first to begin raisiug troops under
President Lincolns first call He organ-
ized

¬

a company and led it to Cairo which
was then a point of highest importance
as its possession involved the control of
the Mississippi Ohio Tennessee and Cum ¬

berland Itivers His company was the nu-
cleus

¬

of the 10th Hi of which he became
Colonel The rebels advanced to Colum-
bus

¬

Ivy 20 miles below Cairo and for
a while it seemed that the first great col ¬

lision would occur in that neighborhood
Prentiss was made Brigadier General
and placed in command while Gideon J
Pillow who had attained some fame in
the Mexican War commanded the rebels
at Columbus Pillow was u master hand
at mounding proclamations and appeals
and Prentiss fully his equal It was a day
of proclamations and appeals especially
in the theater of war immediately around
the mouth of the Ohio In spite of their
fondness for sonorons rhetoric both Gen ¬

erals were very bravo and obstinate fight ¬

ers
Gen Prentiss had the first opportunity

to show his real mettle in the battle of
Shiloh when he commanded a division
Among the many representatives of Shi ¬

loh his reputation for awhile suffered
worst There was some prejudice against
him on account of his effusive proclama-
tion

¬

habit and this lent credence to the
charge that his division had been sur ¬

prised and captured When the facts be ¬

came known it was found that he had
been at least as ready as Sherman and
the other Division Commanders that he
had fought his division with unsurpassed
skill and courage all that bitter 0th of
April 1Q2 and only surrendered a frag-
ment

¬

of it nt sundown when further re-
sistance

¬

was useless and all retreat cut
off The obstinacy with which he main ¬

tained his position was an important fac
tor tn giving ume xor reiormmg the line
on the banks of the Tennessee and inflict-
ing

¬

the final repulse on the rebels After
bpjng exchanged Gen Prentiss was given
command at Helena Ark and there
July 4 1803 severely defeated the at ¬

tempt of Sterling Price to capture the
place and cut Gen Grants communica ¬

tions on the Mississippi River Gen
Prentiss was commissioned a Miijor-Gcn-cr-

of Volunteers from Nov 20 1SG2
This made him senior to a great many
other puxhiug ambitious Mnjor Genernbj
who wanted him out of their way and
prevented his being properly employed so
that ho resigned from the army in the
Fall of 1SG3 He was always deeply in-
terested

¬

in politics was a prominent fig-

ure
¬

in Republican National Conventions
and was a welcome speaker at veteran
gatherings which ho dearly loved to at ¬

tend
The General died poor President Har-

rison
¬

appointed him Postmaster at Beth-
any

¬

Mo and at the time of his death
a bill to give him a pension of 50 a
month was pending in Congress

DEATH or A FAST COMMAMJEK-IN-CHIE- F

The veterans and the people of Wash ¬

ington were inexpressibly startled last
Sunday morning by the announcement
that Past Coininnnder-in-Chic-f nnd Rep- -

rescntative Albert D Shnw of New York
had been found dead in his room nt the
Riggs House Comrade Shaw had appar-
ently

¬

been iit the best of health ever since
he came on to take his seat at the open
ing of Congress Recently he had been
deeply interested in the Court of Pension
Appeals Bill which had been prepared
and presented under his administration
and us a member of tiie House Commit-
tee

¬

on Invalid Pensions he had done he-

roic
¬

work for it The Chairman of the
Committee Mr Stilloway was opposed to
the bill nnd nonc-too-nic- c in his methods
pf opposition and Comrade Shaw had
struggled with him at every step Satur
day evening he was one of the guests of
the Department of the Potomac at the
banquet given at the Ebbitt House to
Commander-in-Chie- f Rassicur and ap-

peared
¬

in excellent health and spirits
Many comrades thought the speech he
made was the very best they had ever
heard from him He went to his hotel
about midnight nnd shortly after rang
for n bell boy and asked for hot water
complaining of indigestion His secre-
tary

¬

had an appointment with him for 10
oclock Sunday morning but was sur-
prised

¬

not to find him up A bell boy was
called who climbed up aud looked over
the transom aud discovered the sad fact
A physician and the Coroner were sum-
moned

¬

The physician decided that the
death was due to apoplexy and had come
suddenly and painlessly Speaker Hen-
derson

¬

was notified and he directed the
Sergeant-at-Arm- s to take charge of the
remains Conmiander-iti-Chie-f Bassieur
directed a detail of G A It comrades to
accompany them to New York

A D Shaw was born in Jefferson Co
N Y 59 years ago last December and
in June 1801 enlisted in the 53th N Y
a two years regiment in which he served
his full ferni and was then connected with
the army in various capacities until the
close of the war He was elected to the
Xew York Senate shortly after the close
of the war and was also Colonel of the
3Gth X Y X G He resigned to becomo
Consul to Toronto and was subsequently
for efficiency promoted to the important
Consulship of Manchester pngland and
remained there until removed by Cleve-
land

¬

as an offensive partisan He re-

turned
¬

to his home in Wntertown N Y
and was elected Commander of the De-

partment
¬

of New York G A It and at
the Philadelphia National Encampment
was elected Commander-in-Chie-f After
his retirement from this olllce he was
elected Representative from the 24th Dis-
trict

¬

of New York Jefferson Lewis and
Oswego Counties by the largest Republi-
can

¬

vote ever cast for a candidate He
was serving out the unexpired term of
Representative Chickering who was
found dead in a New York hotel Feb 13
of last year The full term for which
he was elected would have begun March
5 His dearly beloved wife died Feb 9
1000 or within a few hours of a year be-

fore
¬

Comrade Shaw was a warm-hearte- d

zealous comrade a cultivated genial
man of imposing personal appearance
and a very eloquent forceful speaker

THE VICIOUS SUBTITUTE
Certain publications in the press and

assertions by the Secretary of the Interior
in regard to the attitude of the Commander-in-C-

hief and G A R National Pension
Committee toward the Court of Pension
Appeals Bill and toward the substitute
prepared by 3Ir Evans and introduced to
head off that bill and known as The Sec-
retarys

¬

Bill induced the Commander-in-Chie- f

to request a hearing by the House
Committee on Invalid Pensions for him ¬

self and Chairman Brown This was
given last Friday The Commander-in-Chie- f

was present but Chairman Brown
did not come on

The hearing took place last Friday The
Commander-in-Chie- f asserted in the most
positive terms the loyalty of himself nnd
the Committee to the bill indorsed by the
National Encampment denied emphatical-
ly

¬

the allegations to the contrary and op-
posed

¬

vigorously the Secretarys Bill
which it was claimed they favored Hc
said that bill would satisfy nobody it was
vicious and un American in principle be¬

cause it gave the Commissioner of Pen-
sions

¬

tho right to select the cases sub ¬

mitted and not the claimant who consid-
ered

¬

himself aggrieved It gave the Sec-
retary

¬

the right to certify five bills to tho
Court of Claims where now he has the
right to certify any number he pleases It
gave the veterans nothing that they asked
for and did not approach the principle of
the bill for the Court of Pension Appeals
which granted to veterans the common
American rights in regard to their pen-
sion

¬

claims which every citizen enjoyed in
respect to the most trilling pieces of prop-
erty

¬

So far as the ability of the pro-

posed
¬

Court of Appeals to transact busi ¬

ness was concerned he would say that as
a Probate Judge he had disposed of 5000
cases more or less complicated In a year
many of which had been hanging on ror
a number of years Ho felt that the Ap-

peal
¬

Judges could dispose of cases with
equal facility There were In reality but
few principles of law In controversy and
one decision would carry with it thou ¬

sands of cases The immense accumula-
tion

¬

could be quickly disposed of by rea-
sonable

¬

industry and proper relief given
to tens of thousands of long waiting vet-
erans

¬

nnd their widows
Judge Calderhead of Kansas made a

lengthy explanation of his opposition to
the Court of Appeals Bill He said that
in 1702 a similar bill had been passed by
Congress and seven out of the eight Cir-
cuit

¬

Judges at that time in the United
States had decided the bill unconstitu-
tional

¬

Inasmuch as it wai not a court
in the Constitutional sense but merely
an Auditing Board which heard ex parte
evidence Forty years later Chief Justice
Taney had reaffirmed that decision Allu-
sion

¬

bad been made to the Court of
Claims He had never believed in that
Cotut did not think that it was a legal
body and his only consolation was that it
could not give a final decision

Capt Geo H Patrick Special Aid in
charge of Pension Legislation replied to
this that the Committee were entirely fa-
miliar

¬

with the decisions referred to and
had given them careful consideration The
matter referred to was not an attempt to
create a new Court but to refer claims
growing out of tiie war to the Judges of
the United States Circuit Courts then es-
tablished

¬

and it was rightfully held that
tho act as drawn required the exercise of
no judicial power by the Judges and they
declined to act as Commissioners The G
A R Bill proposed u Court in the real
sense and against which those objections
could not be made -
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Judge Calderhead asked if the claim-
ants

¬

were dissatisjed with the decisions
of the Court and wanted to appeal where
the litigation would end

Capt Patrick reminded him that the
right of appeal existed in every judicial
determination in the country yet a very
small fraction of the litigants appealed

Judge Calderhead said that he could
not vote for the G A R Bill neither
could he for the Secretarys Bill

The Committee decided that the Secre
tary of the Interior should be heard again
in regard to his bill and the Commander- -
in Chief decided that iu view of the im ¬

portance of the subject he would stay
over until Monday in order to be present
when the Secretary was heard

a rKAsoN Aiiu douivt
Commissioner Evans fared very badly

at the hands of his fellow townsman Rep
resentative H R Gibson of Tennessee
in a speech the latter made in the House
Jan 31

In a previous speech Representative
Gibson had shown t j very thoroughly the
Commissioners absolutely indefensible ex-

actions
¬

in the matter of evidence Mr
Evans attempted to defend himself in a
letter which was read by Gen C II
Grosvcnor and which contained the fol-
lowing

¬

In reply to a question by Hon Mr Gib-
son

¬

as follows Is there any law that
requires the Pension Bureau to be satis-
fied

¬

beyond reasonable doubt 1 an-
swered

¬

as follows I do not know that
there is It is customary in nil courts

After dissecting some of tho Commi-
ssioners

¬

previous evasions and tergiversa-
tions

¬

Mr Gibson said
The Commissioners letter shows on its

face that I twice propounded to him the
question whether piwr beyond a reasona-
ble

¬

doubt was not required by the Pen-
sion

¬

Bureau nnd on his own showing he
evaded an answer to my first question
and when I pressed him for answer he
says he answered that he did not know
whether such was the rule or not but
that such a rule was customary in all
courts

So I am abundantly content to let this
issue be determined by the Commissio-
ners

¬

own letter 1 will ndd however that
it would not be safe for the honorable
Commissioner to appeal to the Invalid
Pension Committee on this question

I take it Mr Chairman that Com-
missioner

¬

Evans either did not know what
the rule of evidence was in his Bureau
or else did not consider the full effect of
the rule This is a charitable view of
tiie matter

It is very clear from this that not only
Mr Gibson but all the members of the
Invalid Pensions Committee have become
tiresomely familiar with Mr Evanss gen-
eral

¬

trickiness and absolute unreliability
Continuing Mr Gibson said
The honorable Commissioner insists

that the reasonable doubt rule is cus-
tomary

¬

in all courts I beg leave to say
Mr Chairman the Commissioner is griev-
ously

¬

mistaken in this matter Instead
of such a rule being customary in all
courts there is not a court in the United
States or in the British Empire where
such a rule prevails in civil cases The
rule of reasonable doubt is applied only
in criminal cases I hope the honorable
Commissioner does not mean to insist or
to oven insinuate that a pension claim is
in the nature of a criminal suit against
tne uovernment

That is the gist of the whole matter
Mr Evans insists that a pension claim
is in the nature of a criminal proceeding
with the conditions reversed and the
claimant being required to produce
stronger proof than the State would to
hung him

As to what is customary iu all courts
Mr Gibson said

In note b to section 13a of Grcenleaf
on Evidence 15th cd p 25 the rule as
to the quantity of proof required is stated
thus

There seems to be at the present time
no exception in the United States to the
two rules 1 that in criminal cases tiie
jury must be satisfied beyond a reasonable
doubt by the proof and 2 that in civil
cases they may decide upon the mere pre ¬

ponderance of evidence
That is the rule that is customary in

all courts No exception to it in the
United States says Grcenleaf a stand-
ard

¬

authority on questions of evidence
A mere preponderance of evidence is all
that is necessary in a civil case and yet
the Pension Bureau for years has been
enforcing tho rule applicable to criminal
coses Right here Mr Chairman 1 be-
lieve

¬

is the secret of the unpopularity of
the Pension Bureau aud the cause of the
injustice it has done

in tiie courts or tne United Htntes a- -

claimant can recover a judgment of a mil-
lion

¬

dollars on a mete preponderance of
proof in his favor but in the Pension
xJuieau in order to get a pension of 0
a month you must prove your case be-
yond

¬

n reasonable doubt that is you must
make the same quantity of proof you
would be required to make to convict a
man of murder in the first degree In
short the claimant in a pension case is
treated as though he wns proving a crimi-
nal

¬

case ngninst the Government instead
of a civil case No wonder so many old
soldiers and widows have failed to prove
their claims to the satisfaction of the
Pension Bureau

tkxas c oNTiunuTioNS
We have received tho following addi-

tional
¬

contribution for tho relief of Texas
sufferers
Previously acknowledged 75 153
A B Uaskins Post Blgota III 200

Grand Army of the Republic
Womens Relief Corps

IUlief Department
205 Main Street

Houston Jan 20 1001
Mrs Ada C Work Custodian

Editor National Tiubuse The De-
partment

¬

Commander of the G A R di-

rects
¬

me to acknowledge with thanks your
favor of tho 20th inst-- with enclosure of
5505 to be applied to relief of G A R

storm sufferers
Yours very truly

Ada C Wonir
Custodian

o

Snator Hanna has been elected a mem ¬

ber of Memorial Post Cleveland O but
has not yet been mustered in

The President has appointed a son of
Rear Admiral Thos O Sclfridge Jr to
Annapolis This makes three generations
of Thos O Selfridgcs on the naval rolls
nt one time Rear Admiral Thos O Sel
fridge Sr was retired in 1SGIJ and is
now nearly 100 years old

Tnn marine engineers have been doing
marvels In tho way of getting the most
power out of n given quantity of coul
For a long time they strove to get a full
horse power per hour out of ouch pound
of coal and now they aro passing thnt
point and getting it out of small per-
centages

¬

less than that n pound The heat
pabsing out from under tho boilers is util-
ized

¬

to warm tho water that goes into
tho boilers and the air for the furnaces
and also to help superheat the steam The
water now enters the boilers ut 200 de-
grees

¬

and when the steam starts for the
cylinders it measures 4G0 degrees or
hot enough to readily melt tin Tho air
goes into tho furnace at 290 degrees It
is estimated that in this way with coal
costing 4 n ton n ton of freight cau be
carried 275 milc3 at a cost for fuel of one
cent
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On the March to the Sea

CoyrtsMedIMJ by the publishers of Tiie NatiokaL
TninuNB

The reader starts sow with the beginning
of the story of the haps and mishaps to our
boys Si Shorty and the squad throughout
the memorable march of Shermans army
from Atlanta to the sea

BEGINNING OF THE MARCH TO THE SEA

The Boys Revisit the Town Where They So
tiarrowly Escaped Hanging They Meet
ana Kecognize a Number of old Acquain-
tancesThey

¬

Give the Georgians an
ani Very lmpotant Lesson

IEditohial Note For the benefit of
new readers of Tub National Tiuiiune
we will say that Ki Klcgg Shorty and the
rest of the boys iu trying to escape from
Audersonville to tho Union lines the pre-
vious

¬

August had been recaptured and
put iu a noisome jail iu a little Georgia
village where a mob instigated by Huii- -

Eider tried tohuug
them Editou National Tkiuunej

Si and his squad soon came to the top
of a lull which overlooked the straggling
squuiiu liltie village of Hang Town as
fchorty and the rest persisted in culling it
n unuuL showing themselves out in Un
load they halted for n lew minutes to
siuuy it mid recall their miserable experi
ences there the previous August Jhut
was omy a little over two months away
out it seemed u century Such an iubiuty
of things had happened since J lien they
were hungry una haggard unutterably
sore in every limb hunted down by day
and night in the midst of a community
where every white man wns more danger¬

ous than a wild beast and their brightest
hopes were merely to escape with luo una
umb from perns which beset every step
It seemed that there was nut a drop m sor¬

rows cup left uutasted by them The
vicious rubble into whose hands they hud
iuiien were conhdeut impudent and Ue- -
naut heaping hatred contumely uud de
rision on the sacred cause which was
ueaicr to them than life itself After hav¬

ing cost 10000 Union lives Atlanta stm
mocked and defied the Union army Tne
ooys had only been rescued from un igno-
minious

¬

dcatu by a fortuitous chance
Since then thev hud been home and

drunk new aiid greater drafts Iroin the
louutnin of tiie Beauty and Ulory of Lite
nt had had the crowning joy of union wun
the beloved of his heart fahorty had felt
that some measure of the same happiness
was vouchsafed him Each of the others
hud had something come in to greatly
vivify and broaden lite Atlanta wus now
but a heap of smoldering ruins a thing
of so little moment that they could inurcu
off and leave it without further care or
thought The Union nrmy wus sweeping
icsiitiessly overUeorgia It seemed as u
the world had turned clear around since
those drcuatul August days but that
miserable lttlio village had not changed a
particle It lay there in the bright No-

vember
¬

sunshine just its they remembered
it in the glure of August There was the
same gang of long haired uiiKcmpt shau- -
tmy attired loafers hanging around the
rumbling shackling wcauicr bcaten old
tavern the sitinc rugged gnarled locusts
in front suiuug with the dilapidation of
men and bunding the same loiiora

the same villainous grocery
with emptied whisky barrels in trout the
same cvn iooking little jail The boys even
made out tho eight scrub oaks which had
been trimmed up for their gallows And
as they loolted they suw a sour visaged
man with it broad hat and riding a hue
horse pace digmhcdiy up to the tavern
where he wus received with marked dis ¬

tinction by some of the more respectable
looking men who had apparently gathered
there to meet him

1 declare if there isnt Elder Horn
blower even exclaimed SI 1 wonder if
he has come to preach his famous sermon
about the spoilers coming upon all the
high places through the wilderness His
sermons coming truer than hedreumed oi

Were playing in great luck to find him
here said hhorty with a grim siguin
cunce that boded no good to that sand-
hill

¬

Boanerges Therell be some spoiling
now that he can preach about with feel-
ing

¬

it he lives to preach any more Im
glad those trees are still standing and all
teady Theyll come handy now

Si noticed to the right a creek flowing
from the hills with a deep willow vailed
ravine which would enable them to get
quite near the tavern without being dis-
covered

¬

Theyve got some very good horses
there Shorty he said which theyve
saved from the rebels pressing agents and
which our army needs I want that one
myself which the Elder Is riding

Confound it 1 wanted that one my-
self

¬

grumbled Shorty Trust you to pick
out the best hoss on sight You aint the
soiuof a Baptist Deacon for nothing

Well argue that at somo future time
said Si The main thing uows not to
let any o them get awny nor their bosses
I think I recognize several gents there that
weve an account to settle with Lets
skirt along through the woods until wc
come to the head o that holler and then
foller the crick down to the roud Dont
anybody make the least noiso Pcto you
and Sandy can stay back here keoping
uuder cover until you see us raise the
bank and then you gallop down yelling at
the top o your voices

Tho crowd about the taven were so en-
grossed

¬

by the arrival of the Elder with
his budget of nows of the war that it was
easy for Si and his squad to make their
way unsuspected to the point aimed at

Apparently the Elders message was so
important that it hud to bo communicated
in the form of a public speech Ho was
not reluctnnt to this He was one of those
old time Gospclers who felt it their duty
to improve every occasion with a few re-
marks

¬

He suffered himself to be led to
the horse block which he mounted flour
ished his red bandanna like a signal flag
and blew his nose with a trumpet sound
to giva his hearers time to settle around
and get in n properly expectant fram of
mind

Friends ah feller citizens ah be¬

loved brethren ah he began Pvo bina
preachiu t yo the Wordfer many years
ah aud Pvo frikwently took as my text
ah the 12th verse ah o tho 12th chapter

ah of tho lropnecies of Jeremiah ah
which says ah

The spoilers are come upon all high
places through the wilderness ah The
sword shnll devour nh from one eend of
the land nh even to the other eend of the
laud nh No flesh shall have peace ah

Same old string same old hurdy
gurdy said Si looking at the cap of his
gun

I declare there s that weazened knock
kneed little sardine Tite Brown said
Shorty the orneriest little whelp in the
gang thatd picked me out to hang be ¬

cause 1 was the biggest in the squad I
wont do nothing to him but naturally
break him in two and throw each half to
thu dogs

Hist not so loud warned Si Yes
nnd theres that pot bellied old loafer Tim
Scads who got my ropo ready for me Ill
bring him down here to tho crick and
souse his face In it That rum blossom
nose o hisll make the water so hot that
itll kill al the fishes

Belov ed hearers ah continued the
Elder with his most effective croon tho
prophecies in tho Holy Book always come
true ah and this one has come tru ah
but not in the way wo expected ah In
stid of our soldiers carrying the sword o
the Lord from the widerness to tho liiirli
places of the Abolitionists nnd spoiling
from one eend of their land even to tho
other eend of the laud the Lord has saw
fit to chasten us fer our slackness and

vrtiysAfoy

lukcwarmness ah We haint laid our
hands to the plow as ws should ah but
vc looked back to our own selfish interests

ah to our farms an homes ah to our
ease and safety ah So tho hosts o
Belial have for a space prevailed ah
Theyvo done took Atlanty ah an
burned hit to the ground ah and air now
spreading over the land nh devouring hit
from one eend nh even to the other
eend ah Now I come nmong you to day

ah not with the Word but with the
sword nh not to preach peace ah but
fer war ah You have not went to war
before nh bekase that meant Icavin yer
homes ah which yo claimed you couldnt
well do nh Xow the sons of Beelzebub
have come to ycr homes ah and you will
not have to go nway to fight them ah
Theyre right over the hill thar ah

Tim Scads Tite Brown and some of the
rest showed very evident signs of alarm nt
this announcement They lost interest in
the speech and began to shamble off

Now belov ed friends and brcthern
ah continued the Elder after wiping his
face with his bandana rouse ycrselves to
bnttlc fer yer freedom and yer firesides
nh March at once to nttnek the brutal
invader nh Rush upon him wherever
you kin find him ah shoot him down
whenever you kin sec him ah Do hit at
once ah Within this very hour ah
Hes right over thar and you kin not help
finding him ah Show him no quarter

I- I- an lilrj-J-i-H-ti- i i n

Forward Double quick Left into
Line MARCH shouted Si

ab Smite him as Joshua
done the Amalckites ah Id be glad to
go with you belov ed brethren and die
leading you in defense of yer homes ah
but I niU3t go on and rouse the people
cisewnerc an l long to put myself at yei
head ah and

Forward double quick left into line
MARCH shouted Si They nil dashco
np in front of the tavern and came to a
halt with guns leveled

nalt there Throw np your hands
every one of you Dont one of you move
on your lives sternly commanded Si
bringing his Springfield to bear on the
Elder

O for the Lords sake dont shoot
Mister begged the Elder Dont shoot
Im a minister o the Gospel Im a man o
peace 1 haint never had nothing t do
with the army

Pnrty preacher you are said Shorty
You old whangdoodle hyena Hells fui

of a mighty sight better men than you
are

Pete and Sandy charged up with shrill
yells catching Tite Brown and Tim Scads
in the midst of a hasty retreat nnd whip
ping them back to the crowd with hickorj
switches The boys had their guns with
their bridles in their left hands and long
withes in their right

Ouch that hurts whined Tite You
orient t hit a man thnt-a-wa- y what nevet
dono nothing t youns

Sny my good young friend pleaded
the red nosed Tim Scads you ortcr be
kecrful bout striking a white man and a
gentleman Im an older inunn yo air
and father of a family

Nice father you arc you old swill tub
said Sandy giving him another vicious cut
If I had a yallcr dog thatd own you for

a father Id kill him Get back to the
rest before I do worse to you Get I
say

Say implored Tim you rayly orient
t strike a white man with a whip afore
niggers Tain t decent Twill take away
all their respect

Poto and Sandy looked around They
had been so absorbed in watching Sis
movements thnt they had not noticed that
Uncle Ephraim and Aunt Minerva fol ¬

lowed by the rest of Mr Benjamin Smalls
negroes had come up close behind and
were eager spectators of events

Strike you with a whip you worthless
old soak shouted Sandy Lose the re ¬

spect of the niggers You wero crazy to
hang a white man whose finger nail was
worth more than your rum pickled old
carcass Hustle Dont waste time talk-
ing

¬

or I wont leave a well place on you
Glory to God shouted Aunt Minerva

Ann dat Ive libbed long enough t see
olu Tim Sends walloped Ho de meanest
pup dut ebber sucked nigs He meanern
ary nigger dat ebber wore wool He pur
tend t be a gemmen and steal de coppers
offen a daid niggers eyes He lay wake
nights f tink ob cussedness t do f a pore
nigger De only wuk hed ebber do would
be t jine de patterole jist fo de fun ob
lickin niggers He lick mo wen I wuz a
leetle gal just fo de fun ob hearlu me
holler Hit him again young masr

Theres a welt for the sake of Aunt
Minerva Ann and theres another for Un-

do
¬

Ephraim said Sandy bringing down
bis withe with all his strength

Hit him a few for me Sandy said
SI nnd don t let em be love taps
neither Then you might add a few for
tho neighborhood Hes bin a bore and a
nuisance to it all his worthless life

He aint gittin a lick amiss remark-
ed

¬

the Elder in au undertone to the man
next to him Ua was beginning to recover
a little from his fright for Sis attention
had been directed away from him and the
dreadful muzxlo of that Springfield rlne
was pointed elsewhere than toward his
head Though I hate t see hit done by
Yankees an afore the niggers The way
Ive wrastled t no effect with that onro
generate desartlcss guzzlin ole sinner an
tried t win him from his evil ways Hes
mocked at mo fer a chicken eatin boss- -

trndin olo hypocrite an now n judgment
has como onto him for his rallin agin a
minister o the Lord

Now said SI addressing the crowd
I want you all to mosey over there to

them trees that you fixed up to hang us
last August and set down flat on tho
ground Forward March I

The crowd looked at one another but
the boys were in a hurry and hustled then
along in no gentle way The Elder
brought up the rear as slowly and dlgnl
fiedly us no could with tho muzzle of
Harry Joslyns gun punching him In tho
back

Do bo keerful with that there gun my
young friend remonstrated the Elder

Guns air orful things You never know
when theyre goln off

lou neednt be so Diameu particular
nbout a few minutes you old hunter of
fried chicken nnd wheat biscuits Harry
answered Or whether youre shot ac-
cidentally

¬

or on purpose Youre going to
be pretty soon anyway

You dont menu t say that you think o
shootln a reggerly ordained ministor o the
Gospel gasped the Elder Thatd be
wussn heathenism

Well mebbe being a minister will

iHrda iftMfiHSUrt

0

make the Sergeant change it to hanging
instead Harry consoled him Being
shots a soldiers death McbbeJic wont
think you deserve it Sit down there

But the grounds cold and wet Ill
ketch my death o cold expostulated the
Elder

Do s he tells you nnd at once said
Shorty bringing his heavy hand rlown
upon the Elders shoulder You neednt
bother about cold In 15 minutes youll
be where its warm enough

Tho Elders knees bent under Shortys
grip and he sat down violently but he
raised himself a little pulled out his ban ¬

dana nnd a wallet of papers nnd carefully
placed them under him to shield him from
the chill wet soil groaning

Thiss one of the trials o tho Lords
follcrers I must endure hit

Now Shorty said Si after he had
got the crowd settled down and he and his
companions had picked out the rest of the
would be hangmen you take these eight
gents who was so anxious to string us up
nnd make em do one job of honest work in
their lives Make cm gather np them
empty whisky barrels and nil the truck
around here and pile it in nnd around thnt
calaboose so that itll be sure to burn to
the ground Then set it and that grocery
n lire Hurry up for weve no time to
waste

The eight loafers had never done so
much hard work in a day as they did in

the next 10 minutes with Shorty a long
switch in his hand moving among them
delivering ywishing cuts to animate them
to greater swiftness in gathering logs
rails barrels boxes and other fuel to heap
u and nround the old jail

Another judgment on the wicked said
the Elder as he saw the flames roll up
from the groggery Hit supports me in
my trials t see that evil place destroyed
Ive preached agin hit fer years an
prophesied hits destruction I never could
git a cent out o anybody who went thar
fer the support o the Gospel

nis scare was disappearing He felt
that the men would sate their vengeance
otherwise and let him go

Glory to God shouted the negroe3
who were watching the amazing confla-
gration

¬

of two places so full of dire asso-
ciations

¬

in their minds Tho Day of
Judgment hab come sartin

Alf come here said Si grimly as
having finished their work the eight pant-
ing

¬

loafers were again hauled up before
him by Shorty This gent here whose
name I learned some months ago is Mr
Timothy Scads a free and independent
citizen of Georgia and an ornament to its
Society baint drunk nearly as much water
in the course of his life as a decent man
should You go and get that hoss bucket
full of water and a gourd and administer
to him as much water as you think his sys-
tem

¬

needs to make up for lost time
The negroes roared and even the whites

would have laughed but that Sis set
stern face forbade

Tim Scads took tho first two gourdfuls
with avidity for he was very hot and dry
from his labor He swallowed the third
with some effort but pushed the fourth
away Ive got all I kin hold he said

O no youre mistaken said Alf
You havent hardly begun This is only

the first bucketful it aint half empty and
theres lots more in the well If that gives
out well got to the creek Down with
it at once

Tim gulped it down and another one
with more difficulty Then he begged

O mister I cant drink no more I
ravlv cant I feel my liver Uoatin
round and tanglin up with my gizzard

O yes you can said Alf Let me
feel your pulse Gracious you aint half
full yet Down with this at once

Two more gourdfuls were forced down
and Tim begged again

O Lord dont make me drink no more
I kin feci the water runnin inter my lights
now an drownin out my heart I cant
drink another mouthful

O yes you can said the obdurate
Alf Let me see your tongue Just as I
thought You aint hnlf full The water
aint up to your waist yet Youve got to
drink until it s level with your teeth What
you think is water is only steam from your
hot coppers that haint had any water
for years Youll feel better after
youvo drunk this bucketful and another
Open your mouth and down with this
gourdful at once

Ef I drink another mouthful Ill either
bust or be water logged for life whined
Tim But Alf called Gid and Monty to
hold him and his nose and forced a couple
more gourdfuls down him

I think hes got nil he enn hold for the
Dresent 6ir said Alf turning and cravelv
saluting Si Its beginning to run out of
his ears

Very good said Si as gravely return ¬

ing the salute Take him and the other
seven over to those trees where they were
going to hang us and tie each of them to a
tree Got those hickories ready Corporal
Elliott

Yes sir said Shorty saluting and
showing eight substantial hickory withes
which he had in the meanwhile cnt from
the neighboring second growth

Very good said Si Now whipping
such trash as that is too dirty work for
Yankee soldiers and gentlemen You will
select eight able bodied negroes from this
crowd aud let them do it Let them give
40 stripes save one as the Bible directs
You will superintend the job and see that
they are well laid on

Shorty selected a bow legged squatty
negro with thick lips and a flat nose but
strong arms to devote himself to Tite
Brown

The loafers yelled with pain as each
blow descended and the negro women
shouted with excitement sang snatches of
hymns and prayed

More desarved punishment I never
knowed commented the Elder who now
felt comfortably certnln that this would
exhaust the vengeance of the Yankees and
leave him unmolested and free Hits a
righteous judgment on them scalawags
every one o which has bin itchin fer jest
slch a skinnln all their lives They halnt
got hit a minnit too soon or a lick too
many More owdacious vagabonds never
drawed the breath of a worthless life

While this was going on Si moved
around getting ready to start He found
eight good horses in the lot which he put
in charge of Pete Sandy Alf nnd Gid
with instructions to start ou down the
road with them

would not give up Abednego the mule forany horse
As the whippcrs came from their taskthey were mounted on some of the horses

and Uncle Ephraim was directed to follow
and conducted by Mouty and Harry dis ¬

appeared behind the curtain of busht s at
the bend of the road leaving Si and fchorty
alone with the crowd leaning on their
muskets in front of the heavy curtain of
bushes

hlder Hornblower said Si gravely
weve now tended to the lesser villains

and it comes your turn
Dont call me a villain ytung man

said the Elder hotly Im a mister o
the Gospel an a Magistrate under the
laws o Georgy You haint got nothin tdo with me Im a peaceable citizen an
never had nothin t do with the army
Hits agin the law f molest me in any
way

Just now were engaged in making new
laws Elder said Si with an air of pa¬
tient explanation which same will apply
to your case

But 1 wasnt gwine t hang you cx
postulated the Elder Hit was them fel-
lers

¬
that youve done licked

Elder Hornblower continued Si with
the same patient air and repeating ns well
as he could remember tho turgid fulness
of the sonorous old indictments under the
criminal law of Indiana you have being
instigated by the devil and not having the
fear of God before your eyes been foryears wickedly maliciously and with
malice prepense and aforethought rampag ¬

ing up and down the country preaching
treason sedition murder arson and
other things against the peace and dignity
of the United States of America and tho
statutes in those cases made nnd provided
You deserve the doom of all traitors which
is death and it has become our duty to
shoot you dead dead dead as the lawdirects and may God have mercy on your
sinful soul Have you anything to say be ¬

fore sentence is executed
Si stopped and wiped his face for tho

prodigious mental effort had made him
sweat

But you cant shoot me You dassentshoot me Im a minister of the Gospel I
done tole you shouted tho Elder strug-
gling

¬

tOi his feet
ioure not sPcaIjing to the question

Elder said Shorty examining the lock ofhis gun We said we were going toshoot you Thats settled aud no longer
debatable Any other remarks

Elder said Si we are in a great
hurry and have no time to waste Weveheard yon with our own ears preaching
treason in its worst form Weve also
listened twice to your great sermon on thespoilers from the wilderness Were themjust as the Bible describes Now having
done your preaching you can pray Wellgive you five minutes by the watch count-
ing

¬

from now to do the best praying you
ever done in your life for it will be your
last Go over and kneel down by one ofthem trees where you were going to hang
us and do your praying You other men
go over and kneel clown with him Now
at the end of five minutes Ill count thrpp

land at three well shoot Hurry up now
iui uve uiinuics is passing

The Elder gave a despairing look at thestern set faces of Si and Shorty withoutfinding in them a ray of mercy Groaning
audibly he went over kneeled down be-
hind

¬
Tim Scads and began praying in atone that echoed from the hills Theothers knelt down in lino with him andSi and Shorty exchanged covert grins atnoticing that they nil carefully assumed

positions that would take them out ofrange of an ill aimed shot at the Eiderlhey were certain not to get behind himor very near on either side
Unconsciously the Elder drifted into

one of his regular thunderous prayers
which were so effective in his meetings
He prayed for the success of the Southern
Confederacy and the utter destruction ofthe Abolition hoides for more blessings
and strength to Jeff Davis and confusion
and distress to Abraham Lincoln for asweeping away of the Yankee mercena-
ries

¬
as Senacheribs hosts had beenswept away and for victories for Lee and

Hood like those which had blessed Joshua
and Gideon

One called out Si when he had got
as much of this as he could stand

The Eider whirled about with hands up¬

raised and shouted
O Mister for Gods sake spare my

life Remember my holy calling remem-
ber

¬

my peaceful character remember my
wifo and family remember

Turn around there and go ahead pray-
ing

¬

said Shorty sighting nt him you
didnt remember our holy calling our
peaceful character our wives and children
when you were egging on that crowd to
hang us Turn around there or Ill shoot
you at once

The Elder resumed his devotions and
those on either side of him began groaning
shouting and praying in sympathy The
crackling of the burning groggery and the
crash of the falling roof and walls of tha
jail mingled with their voices

The Elder began mingling with his invo ¬

cations for Heavenly mercy solicitations
for blighting curses on those soulless van¬

dals who were to do him to death
Two called out Si Next to last call

for eternity Next station the grave
added Shorty

Tho Elder whirled about again but im ¬

mediately whirled back for ho saw tha
two guns at the boys faces ready to fire
and his voice was tremulous with fearful
emotion His companions were now sim-
ply

¬

howling with agonized suspense
Si and Shorty stepped noiselessly around

the screen of bushes and disappeared Tho
precautions were needless The men were
all in such nervous terror that they could
not have heard the march of a regiment
A hundred rods nway the boys could still
hear them groaning shoutingand praying
Then the partners ran forward to the
horses which they mounted and led their
procession onward

We certainly gave them a bad half
hour said Si as they jogged along But
I doubt whether we made em as much
misery as they made ua I guess they
know now that theres a God in Israel I
wonder how long tha Elder will keep up
his praying One thing Im sure of hes
lost a mighty nice horse and I declare
1 believe this is the same one I took from
him before It is as sures Im alive The
next thing is as to what were going to do
witu uncie ephraim and Aunt Minerva
Ann Yon know the orders are strict
against negroes following the army

Well orders or no orders weve got to
take care of them since they would come
along answered Shorty I believe Col
McGillicuddyll help ns out

He certainly will if he can Anyway
we cant let em go back there Old Horn-
blower

¬

and his crowd would whip every
one o them to death if ho could get tha
chance

To be continued

The comrades of Western New York
are enthusiastically in favor of Col Chas
A Orr of Buffalo for Commander of tha
Department of New York They claim
that his deserving Is quite unusual Ha
was born in 1S4S and mado two unsuc-
cessful attempts at enlisting before ha
finally got in in 1SC4 in the lS7th N Y
no was then only 16 Within a month Bis

regiment was in the fight at Hatchers
Run and he has received a medal of
honor for distinguished gallantry Ho
was in all the fighting thenceforward un-

til
¬

Lee surrendered He returned to Buf-
falo

¬

after being mastered out and has
been a successful business mnn ever since
nnd is now Pension Agent there He is a
member of Chapin Post and has been
its Commander eight years He was ac-

tive
¬

in organizing the Memorial and Ex-
ecutive

¬

Committee of Buffalo and has al¬

ways been a hard worker in its ranks
He was Senior Vice Commander of New
York in 1S86 Western New lork has
had but one Department Commander and
the Buffalo comrades think that it is now
time to have another and Comrade Orr
is their unanimous choice

Gen Jas U Ruggles one of the found-
ers

¬

of the Republican party and who
drafted the first Republican platform
died Feb 9 In a sanitarium near Spring- -
lipid 111 aired 81 He went into ma
iirmv as First Lieutenant in the 1st 111

TTn wnrti Pnia in ml Hiv and was mustered out in 1SG4 as
ono of the horses for himself but Pcto I Lieutenant Colonel of the Sd 111 Cav
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